HGF:  Hanford P@ﬁﬁAyﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ Gﬂﬁ?&é@ﬁ.ﬁﬁnﬁiﬁ 7. Prohaglke and
Meaurice L. Hathanson, beth young business nmen of Ceday Raplds,

whig 5&@%@& slmost § years ln the Army durdng World vwer IT, 1

s EeAng to have thep thll their. shory now. Don, what wss your
rank at dlavhergs?

DORy I was & let Li, and Maurige wes a @aﬁt&im.. You know, he and

AS PRWATES
I &ﬁliﬁﬁﬁﬁ pretier,in the lows ﬁﬁ%iﬁn&&'fﬁf$ﬁLiﬁgﬁﬁﬁ&E.ﬁﬂﬁiﬁﬁi

H AR
Degembay £78h, 1940,. That was a unit of 82 men regrulled fron

Linn and surrounding ocountles. Ve went on actlve duty Fé@?uary 10th
1941 In th$|ﬁiﬁ‘Arm@§y on A Avenue., At that tiﬁﬂhﬁﬁ werg the Anti-
tank Beltery, 13t Bﬁﬁtalian§ A88%h Field Aytillery Regiment of the
AEth }&vi@i@me

mﬁﬁx ﬁﬁ: And ths funny thing abﬁm@ 1% fg that Don and 1 remalined
im-thaﬁ!aamalgmﬁfiz ﬁhr@mgh %m&imi&g in the 1. 8, snd 5 major

canpalang iﬂ_ﬁagﬁgagvanﬁ %hﬂ@@,wﬁwﬁ ' g, othar Cedsr Raplds
men whe 4id the sane.

HORM:  Did your offlesys renain the ssus also 7

 Bo. Wo started with & mighty fine a*fia@ﬁ@ from Cedar Raplds. .
Thﬁy wape Caph. Oarlbton K. .9mith, lst It. Peher L. Topie and Snd
Lt. ?r&ﬁ Aa. Boith. o ALL ﬁf bhem 1%%@? b@@&m@ Lisutenant Uolonals
wiﬁh service in @%hﬁr @uﬁfiﬁs ia. Burope..

URICE: You know, a lot of officera wers appointed from oup

il oll over

iﬂﬂ@&mﬁﬁ* pﬁgzs

Q§§3 ?&w%ﬁ'ﬁ%-W&ﬁ@_%@;ﬁ@ﬁ@.ﬁi&ibﬂ?ﬂﬁé_k&.Jaﬂ&@ besides tralning,
we practically helped to build that cemp. In June, 1941, our naue
nenged to Bottery G. Bub we didn't take cur tralning very

gserioualy untll the news came over our rndins thed F@@rﬁ-ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁr
hadl been attscked. Then the ohips were down. We h@lﬁﬁﬁ form one of
the leb Tenk Destroyer Battalions in the U. 8. and Bbry G became
Company A, 634th Tgnk Desiroyer Ea%%&li@n, with Cariton Smith s

the Batitelion Commander.



e

LWAURICE:  Don was the Flret Sgt of Comp t
The HBattalion trained for a x*“*”@

in Camp Oleiborme and further in Camp Hood, Texas. Finally we

A
F

were repdy for the bilg test, oo we galled from MNew York on Dee,

20th, 1948.

’“’oé%;& 1“? A hi

the Englieh ship, the Bamarlis, and we

in o huge convoy orotecthed by Navy vessele.

g&ﬁéﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁzaﬁﬁﬁéﬁi&éfiﬁf&@ﬁ@é& On Jan. 11, 1644
'ww.g@&gﬁ&&.@ﬁﬁﬁar=in Liverpool harbver, snd lended next day. A4 .

trali took ue south to Bognor Regis, a picturesque town of 18,000
in Sussex Uounty.

i guppose you received further training in England, then.

jeleit Yes, we did. We 4id quite a bit of firing on vanges there.
I always will think, too, that those narrow Englieh streets gave
aﬁr Tﬁ dvlvers soms great experienss. Anyone %ha ever tried Lo |
mgneuver a 30 ton Yank Destvoyer vehlels through spaces where the
aldss of the ulldings touched the vehlele on BOTH sides, will
undersgtand whet I mesn.

NORM: I belleve car radlo sudlence would Iike to know more about
vour D vehleles and wearonsg.

DOEs  Our prineipel weapon wae the gelf-propelled 3 inch gun,
called the M 10. This vehicle had the sppsarsnce of a medimm tank,
without its turret. There were 36 of these ¥ 108 in the Bn =

12 sgoh in Compasnies A, B & éﬁ g =t

of TANK DEST

_,y~mi$ﬁi@nﬂ Hanyice 7

FAURICE: As the name implles, we were to DESTROY TANKS. Put I

oan honestdy'say that, in plain language, we were utilized o
support the Infantry, by blasting an@my‘gﬁrﬁng.gaints in the path
of the doughboy's advance.

-ﬁgﬁ@} When did you leave EZngland?

DOM: - It was June 28%h, from Portsmouth near Bournemouth where

we had been statloned for several months.

oy A, and s stricet one, Loo.



; : Lk = : ANON . eSS el r we Lsnded
| um# ﬁsﬁc "
Juns 204k ad et wfv and moved up to the irﬂﬁt through  the awful

mags of desd anim&la, blrated, wrned huilﬁingﬁ and littered equip—
Lt e

MAURICE:  As Iwoall it, Cowpany A was the first unlt of our Bn

inte sction. The company was eommitted on the morning of July 1lth,
im‘gupyarﬁ of the 83rd Div, below CGmrentan. That was the h&ﬁge-
row eountyy and our viai&ilﬁtv Wi uanaiﬁawab v linited. You sae,
inatead of feunnes, those small farms were enalosed by thick hedges,
and the Jerriss were well dug in snd they had plenty of armor with
%h@m} Leo Sanelk, Henk Orady and Toumy MeDonnell were the Platman
Suta of QaWﬁanj AT gt %hﬂt time. By the eand of the Tirst day's

fightin&, we had &$8§?§V&ﬁ one OGermen tank snd killed many snemy

infantrynenioes

HORHE: Fere you in. the Let Army at this time? War,
: L THRoO G HovT THE FEST oF THE
nole  Yess in facitwe were abbached to the let ;::a; inf &n ry

&3

Divialon, iawh HEh,  Oo 1AM %u@psr%&é_th@

264h Infankry Regiment. We were in that big push whiesh began

July”@ﬁth near %5. Lo end which carried ug out of the h@ﬁgér@@

aamnﬁyy and onto the ru&& te Parig.

We all expected Lo ses Parisg, but we got a ai%ayrnimtm%nﬁ

w&nﬁ @asﬁ aweunﬁ Poris and formed the spearhead of tha Lst army*

ﬁriva l&h@ Belgium. It wes sruuné R&na that we yeally geve the

wrm&ns.thg,waﬁks. e ren into an entire enemy Army rebreabting
towards the Slemfried Line and we really shet'th@m to pleces. For
that acbion the Hn was swarded the Belglien fouragere, an honoy

which gorresponds to the 7. %. Presidential cltablon.



JAURICED  After thd-bed

 tvom the time it went into Pederal’Service until the end of the War,
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JORMAN: When did your outfit get some relief and rest?

1 don't blame you for wondering about that. -xi-aiifsem#.
We— PrPN‘T‘ c,-er Mvcrf

-mm.Mnmmxwmtemuummaumamm

to rnp%, repair our weapons, and i1l up our ranks with replace-
ments. This *break" was out short on Decsmber 18th, 1944, when
ﬁmpewx?s
the Germans broke through the U—8% lines ané i
ﬁmrﬂanr1mﬂqpn #e had to go to the rescue of some units atb the
rrant and Company "A" led the Battalian into position, W ware
orﬂered to the north shoulder or sdge mf the Bulge and we had to

hold that line intact to keep the eneny from gaining more raaés.
AURICE: Don, I do think you oughta wentlon another facts we
nad to hold that line because we didn't have any Yoom to retrest.
There was & forest and a lake at eur backs and it was pretty cold
for swimming. !
Egﬂz You aren't fooling. Anyway, the Germansa hﬁrnw orack Panzer
units at us on December 20th and 2lst, and it was only because of
the bravery and skill of the U. 9. soldlers thal we were able to
nold. I recall ons M10 of Company A getting 8 CGarman tanks in that
serap. Some of our men who dld graat wmfk at that time were Don

Van Dyke of Horth Englieh and Don Brunko snd Olarence Bell from here.
NORM:  Then, you fellows attagked into the Slegfried Line didn't you?

gﬁjﬁiﬂgg Yes, we fought through it for the second time, Some of
our man who daseer:;gﬁgéﬁda ion for that fightinm in the anew and
s0ld ave Leo Samekn Bob Jordan snd Clarsnce Refing; also Don ner
commanded his platoon with outstanding courage.

DOl It was at this time that John Reding, our Supnly %g&, was
wounded and evacuated to the hospital. Grant Golllna atepped in

and took his place. Then the Battalion moved north across the



‘Rosr River, fought aoross the Roer platﬁs and into the old
unlversity tomn of Bonn. Of course no one had tims to attend
classes oy to look for ooeds.

g;gu; That was tan ‘bad, nxa you men then cross thl Rhine River
on the Rclas-ﬁ Bridgn 1

Yes} we followed the 9th Armored Divislon aerusa and

moved north and sast. - Don ean tell you more about that.

Doli:  OQur rtfut mission after crossing was to capture an air

port near the Rhine, The Gsrmané resiated stubbornly.aﬁd-thay
' ocKHETS S _ -
used uﬂre;ﬁinéimaunxﬁs,by the cariocad. We got conalderable help.

at that time from artifilolal moonlight. I8 was arranged by v\ ,

which wi had 1 |

m After expanding our bridgehesd on the east banks of
tha_Rtha we made the cnsmy think that we would attack north asross
the 3ieg River. Instead, we blogked like‘a\rooﬁball tsanm and the
famous 5rd Armgored Divielon, comuanded by Ma). Gen. Rome érove

'eustward, suddenly turned north, and formed the huge Ruhr poekat.

Jnr&slw? We were just a few miles bahind the ermpred divislon,
mopping up &s we advancel. |

DON:  From $here we raught toward the east into the Harz Hountaina.
They madq-tou@h-gu;ng for us. There were crack 38 troops holding

T
~excsllent strong-points. The terrain waswEuggaQ‘ mountalinoues atFF—

and the roads wers narrow. Finally we cleared that territory and
sinoe it was April, we thought we would ait tight and rest awhile.



sznﬁqmiaa with thae enany, when the order uame T

‘Ho, the battalion then moved sauth tnto thc Sudatanland

”nnﬁ baﬁnm- pnrt of Fatton‘n Thlrﬂ Army. We wers there, in actual
g} tham\vm-ngy

hafl nrﬁiv-dx Bay, what a relief that was !

 §§§§1 ﬂa, Just a year age GLoday you were near Pilaen, Gzaahasia~-
Vnkia.

*Qgﬁi That's right. And when we totaled up our Iigursu, we feunﬂ
~ that in our battalien, 69 men had besn killed in sction and that
190 had been wounded and hespltallized.

MAURICE: But we had k1lled hundreds of the enemy, captursd more
than 300@ prisanara of war, deﬁtrnyad BS tanks, 19 sslfhpropelled
guns, 18 armare& ears, 76 genersl %urmuse vehiales, 26 anti-tank
guns, 49 pill baxes, 80 mashine gun neats, and reduced 189 strung
rpnints. In*rﬁh&ubinswthih assant;ai ‘#uipport to the 1st U. 8.
Infantry Bivision, our men had\won more than 75 silver stars,

200 brdﬂze‘it&rs, and-aggrDXImately 400 purpls heart aﬁarﬁs,

NORM:  Well, 'tﬁﬁt lEIQuite a record, and I fesl certaln that the
citlzsna of Llnn County are proud of their men who conposed Company
A, 634th Tank Dastroyer Battallan. n bahalf of the Leglan, 1
thank you two en for talling us your etarw, Laéies angd gentl man,

18 gconolude -anohher proglan 7 3
fuerican :%ﬂ;on. Wa'l;gba on ths air over thlaﬁaame :
' ’ with;anothar

clerantas inte fw
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